Together, We Care for What We Share

A Giving Season message from the Chair of the Bowen Island Community Foundation

If 2024 proved anything, it’s that generosity truly grows here. At our annual meeting in May
2025, the Bowen Island Community Foundation (BICF) celebrated another outstanding year of
giving, connection, and impact—all powered by the heart of Bowen Islanders. Even a postal
disruption couldn’t slow things down. Islanders simply found new ways to give, donating
online or in person at First Credit Union. The result: nearly $297,000 donated, bringing the
two-year total to over $600,000—a remarkable achievement for a small island of just over
4,000 residents.

The highlight of the year was the release of Last Mile Funding for the new Bowen Island
Community Centre, now open as a vibrant gathering place for everyone. In all, BICF granted
more than $1.3 million, including a major contribution from the BC Government’'s Community
Prosperity Fund to upgrade Collins Hall—home to countless community groups. Other initiatives
strengthened the island’s social fabric: an endowment fund established by Janice Skeels’s
family to support the Med Shed, and an expanded Youth Resilience Program offering
counselling support to caregivers of young people experiencing mental health or substance use
challenges. Community Impact Grants were awarded to seven Bowen organizations to support
their work in improving the quality of life on the island: The Hearth, the Conservancy, the Men’s
Shed, the Slopitch League, Tourism Bowen Island, SKY (Seniors Keeping Young), and Bowfest.

Behind it all stands a team of dedicated volunteers—your BICF board—and our administrator,
Quentin Beck, ensuring that the Foundation remains rooted in community support and forward-
looking generosity. And, of course, it’s donors like you who make it all possible.

As we enter this year's Giving Season, we’re turning our attention to the commons—what we share,
and how we care for it. On Bowen Island, our commons are everywhere: the forests and trails we
walk, the beaches where we gather, the spaces where we meet, the spirit of care that connects us.
Through your gifts, the Foundation builds a financial commons—an enduring endowment that
supports our community today and safeguards its well-being for generations to come.

Every donation, every act of kindness, adds to the story of how Bowen Islanders care for one
another. This Giving Season, | invite you to make a gift for our common good.

Together, we care for what we share.

With gratitude,
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Kate Thomas-Peter
Chair, Bowen Island Community Foundation



;f"’_ Support the Bowen Island Community Foundation

@, DONATE or INCREASE YOUR MONTHLY GIFT at bowenfoundation.com or scan QR CODE
‘,’,; ’ Receive an instant tax receipt and reduce paperwork and administrative costs.

Dono‘} name(s):

Address:

Email: Tel:

I:I | wish for my donation to remain anonymous I:I | wish to receive the Community Foundation e-newsletter

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FUNDS

Donations to these funds allow the most responsiveness to community priorities.

. Annual grants to Bowen charities, guided by the Vital Conversations report, with the
Community Impact Fund flexibility to respond to changing community needs $
Friends of the Foundation Fund Supports our day-to-day operating expenses, thus enhancing grants through all other $

funds. Initial endowment gift from former Chair Soren Hammerberg and his wife, Elizabeth

; An emergency response fund for individual Bowen Islanders in crisis, delivered
Helping Hand Fund confidentially $
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ﬁ Community Hall and Arts Centre Operating Fund: Supports operating expenses for arts programming at the Community Centre $
é Knick Knack Nook Environmental Sustainability Fund: Supports social change and education on sustainability $
S
S Maggie Cumming Legacy Fund: Developing and maintaining Bowen trails and greenways; Snug Cove House programs; $
& | annual student scholarships
First Credit Union Fund: Initiatives that make a difference in the community $
©
2 | Janice Skeels Endowment Fund: Supports the Med Shed medical equipment loan program at the Bowen Island Public Library | $
[0
o
Neighbourhood Small Grants Program: Grants up to $500 to individuals to support projects that bring people and $
neighbourhoods together
S
§ Youth at Risk Fund: Professional counselling services for young people and their caregivers when affordability is an issue $
-
Aaron Sluggett Memorial Scholarship: For a student actively involved in community and/or school life $
Bl Community Foundation Academic Scholarship: For students with strong academic performance and a commitment to the $
community
Bl Community Foundation Trades & Training Award: For individuals pursuing a career in the trades or other form of vocation $
é Bowen Island Football Club Founders Award: For past members to pursue academic study or vocational training $
©
§ Bowen Island Golf Association Junior Scholarship: For junior Bowen Island Golf Association members $
g Brian Biddlecombe Memorial Award: For volunteer firefighters or their immediate families to pursue education and training $
(2]
-_g- Camp Bowen Bursary: Annual bursaries to Camp Bowen Society for the visually impaired $
(2]
% Foxglove Fund: Funding for the Gail Taylor Bursary and tuition for families in need to attend preschool on Bowen Island $
<
@ | Island Pacific School Fund: Annual bursaries to students of Island Pacific School $
Kipp Thompson Memorial Bursary: For a Bowen Islander to pursue the performing arts $
Logan Family Health Care Scholarship: For individuals pursuing training or academic study in health care $
Margaret Witty Bursary: Annual bursaries to students of Island Pacific School $
The Foundation is run by a volunteer board of directors. Please consider adding 5% to assist with annual operating costs. +5% | $
Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $20. TOTAL DONATION $
DONATE YOUR WAY

Online: See information at the head of this form.
By cheque: mail with completed form to Bowen Island Community Foundation, PO Box 18, Bowen Island, BC VON 1GO.
By e-transfer: to admin@bowenfoundation.com with full name, contact details for your tax receipt, and your fund preference in the “Message” section.
Bowen Island Community Foundation tax number: BN 88361 8514 RR0001




